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Disclosure to Promote the Right To Information 

Whereas the Parliament of India has set out to provide a practical regime of right to 
information for citizens to secure access to information under the control of public authorities, 
in order to promote transparency and accountability in the working of every public authority, 
and whereas the attached publication of the Bureau of Indian Standards is of particular interest 
to the public, particularly disadvantaged communities and those engaged in the pursuit of 
education and knowledge, the attached public safety standard is made available to promote the 
timely dissemination of this information in an accurate manner to the public. 
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FOREWORD 



This Indian Standard (First Revision) was adopted by the Bureau of Indian Standards, after the draft 
finalized by the Sports Goods Sectional Committee had been approved by the Petroleum, Coal and Related 
Products Division Council. 

This standard was first published in 1973 to cover requirements for chess pieces only. In this revision, 
requirements for chess board and chess clocks have also been included thereby covering remaining chess 
equipment also. This revision has been carried out to align the standard with the international practices of 
the game. 

For the purpose of deciding whether a particular requirement of this standard is complied with the final 
value, observed or calculated, expressing the result of a test or analysis, shall be rounded off in accordance 
with IS 2: 1960 'Rules for rounding off numerical values {revised)\ The number of significant places 
retained in the rounded off value should be the same as that of the specified value in this standard. 
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Indian Standard 

CHESS EQUIPMENT — SPECIFICATION 

( First Revision ) 



1 SCOPE 

This standard specifies requirements for chess pieces, 
chess boards and chess clocks. 

2 MATERIAL 

2.1 Chess Pieces 

Chess pieces should be made of wood, plastic or an 
imitation of these materials. 

2.1.1 Shape and Dimensions — The typical shapes 
and recommended overall dimensions of chess pieces 

are given in Fig. 1 . 

2.1.2 Where timber is used, it shall be of the following 
two grades, but a particular set of chess pieces shall be 
made out of timber of the same grade: 

Grade 1 Grade 2 

Dudhi White cedar 

Sandalwood Kanjoo 

Gardenia Haldu 

Maple 

Tanaku 

Boxwood 

Rosewood 

Innerwood of ebony 

Marblewood 

Red Sanders 

2.1.3 Manufacture, Workmanship, Colour and Finish 

2.1.3.1 All figures shall be executed with one single 
piece except the figure of king and knight. 

2.1.3.2 The king shall be single piece except the cross. 
The cross shall be fixed to the top by means of a 
suitable adhesive, 

2.1.3.3 The figure of knight shall be realized by carving. 
The mane shall be formed by 36 small grooves on both 
sides. The mouth shall show six teeth and shall have a 
small orifice 1.3 mm on each side through the opening 
of the nose. 

2.1.3.4 Each piece shall carry at its base a metal disc 
in order to assure its stability. The disc shall be fixed 
to the piece by a suitable adhesive (see Fig. 1). 



2.1.3.5 The base of each piece shall have a felt disc 
(1.0 i: 0.2 mm thick and equal in diameter to the base 
of die piece) glued to it. 

2.1.3.6 The timber pieces shall be smooth and shall 
have no cracks or tool marks. They shall be polished 
and finished with shellac varnish. Pieces in Grade 1 
timber shall be finished with clear transparent varnish. 
Pieces in Grade II timber shall be finished in white or 
black lacquer with minimum of 2 coats. 

2,13J When made of ivory, plastic or imitation, the 
pieces shall be finished smooth and free fi*om cracks 
and tool marks. They shall be suitably polished. 

2.13.8 The dark pieces should be brown or black, or 
of oth^r dark shades of tiiese colours. The light pieces 
may be white or cream, or of other light colours. The 
natural colour of wood (walnut, maple, etc) may also 
be used for this purpose. The pieces should not be 
shiny and should be pleasing to the eye. 

2.2 Chess Boards 

2.2,1 Wood, plastic, cardboard or cloth are 
recommended as material for chess boards. The board 
may also be of stone or marble with appropriate light 
and dark colours. Natural wood with sufficient contrast, 
such as birch, maple or European ash against wabiut, 
teak, beech etc, may also be used for boards, which 
must have a dull or neutral finish with no shine. 

Combination of colours, such as brown, green or very 
light tan and white, cream, off-white ivory, buff, etc, 
may be used for the chess squares in addition to natural 
colours. 

The board size should be such that the pieces appear 
neither too crowded nor too lonely on the squares. A 
side of the square should measure 50-65mm. * 

A comfortable table of suitable height may be fitted in 
with a chess board. If the table and the board are 
separate from one another, the latter must be fastened 
and thus prevented from moving during play. 

2.3 Chess Clocks 

Chess clocks should have a device signalling precisely 
when the hour hand indicates full hours (It should be 
calibrated). The clock should have the so-called 'flag' 
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METAL 
DISC 





KING 



QUEEN ROOK OR CASTLE 




BISHOP 




KNIGHT- 

All dimensions are in millimetres. 




PAWN 



Name of piece 


Numbers 


Base Diameter 


Height 


Mass in g 


King 


2 


46 ± 0.5 


96 ± 1 


81 ±4 


Queen 


2 


44 ± 0.5 


80 ± I 


62 ±3 


Rook or Castle 


4 


38 ± 0.5 


58 ± 1 


59 ±3 


Bishop 


4 


39 ± 0.5 


76 ± 1 


55 ±3 


Knight 


4 


32 ± 0.5 


66 ± 1 


56 ±3 


Pawn 


16 


32 ± 0.5 


54 ± I 


32 ±2 



Fig. 1 Chess Pieces 



fixed at the digit 12 or, at some other digit, but always 
so that its fall can be clearly seen, helping the arbiters 
and players to check time. 

The clock should have no shine, which would make 
the flag difficult to see. It should run as silently as 
possible in order not to disturb the players during play. 

3 PACKING AND MARKING 

3.1 Packing 

Chess pieces shall be packed in a suitable well closed 
container like metallic, plastic or any other suitable 
container. 



3.2 Marking 

Each container shall be legibly marked with the 
following information: 

a) Name of material; 

b) Manufacturer's name and/or his recognized 
trade-mark, if any; 

c) Batch or lot number in code or otherwise; 

d) Month and year of manufacturing/packing; 

e) Nimiber of pieces; and 

f) Instructions for use, if any. 
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3.2.1 BIS Certification Marking 



4 SAMPLING 



Each package may also be marked with the Standard 4.1 Representative samples of the material shall be 
Mark. drawn. 



The use of the Standard Mark is governed by the 
provisions of Bureau of Indian Standards Act, 1986 
and the Rules and Regulations made thereunder. The 
details of conditions under which the licence for the 
use of Standard Mark may be granted to manufacturers 
or producers may be obtained from the Bureau of 
Indian Standards. 



4.2 Test for all characteristics shall be carried out on 
the composite sample. 

4.3 The material shall be taken to have conformed to 
this standard if the composite sample passes all the 
tests. 



Bureau of Indian Standards 

BIS IS a statutory institution established under the Bureau of Indian Standards Act, 1986 to promote 
harmonious development of the activities of standardization, marking and quality certification of goods and 
attending to connected matters in the country. 

Copyright 

BIS has the copyright of all its publications. No part of these publications may be reprodued in any form 
without the prior permission in writing from BIS. This does not preclude the free use, in the course of 
implementing the standard, of necessary details, such as symbols and sizes, type or grade designations. 
Enquiries relating to copyright may be addressed to the Director (Publications), BIS. 

Review of Indian Standards 

Amendments are issued to standards as the need arises on the basis of comments. Standards are also 
reviewed periodically; a standard along with amendments is reaffirmed when such review indicates that no 
changes are needed; if the review indicates that changes are needed, it is taken up for revision. Users of 
Indian Standards should ascertain that they are in possession of the latest amendments or edition by 
referring to the latest issue of 'BIS Catalogue' and 'Standards: Monthly Additions'. 

This Indian Standard has been developed from Doc : No. PCD 22 (2005). 
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